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PEANUT
The Gambian economy is heavily dependent on peanut (groundnut) production and export. Peanuts
is not only the most valuable agricultural commodity, but also Peanut processing makes the most
significant industry in the country.
The crop is sold to agents of The Gambia Groundnut Corporation (known as the Gambia Produce
Marketing Board until 1993), which fixes the season’s price in advance, pays the producers in cash,
and sells the crop overseas.

Agriculture accounts for 23% of gross domestic product (GDP) and employs 75% of the labor force.
Within agriculture, peanut production accounts for 5.3% of GDP; other crops combined 8.3%,
livestock 4.4%, fishing 1.8%, and forestry 0.5%.
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Gambian peanuts are worldwide recognized for superior quality and diversity of varieties. Ecological production
methods ensure sustainable and environmental friendly practices. Low aflatoxin levels in Gambian peanuts
increase acceptance and consumption safety of the produce according to various international standards.

FOOD PROCESSING
Smaller industries in The Gambia include food processing and beverages.
The Gambia is becoming increasingly urban. The urbanization rate is 60%, and it is increasing at a
rate of about seven-tenths of a percentage point annually. This has led to a high demand for
processed food. Imported US rice is already widely consumed, and the market for other food items
such as processed dairy produce, other cereals, and animal produce continues to expand. Close to
70% population being under the age of 30 is another driver for processed foods market in The
Gambia.
Next to Peanuts, the main domestically exported product from The Gambia is cashew nuts (20.6%,
2015/16).

Gambian fruits are fairly Common in private village orchards which people use for private
consumption or as a cash crop. The most abundant are mango trees followed by orange,
lemon, grapefruit and papaya. The mango ripening season in Gambia begins in May.
Mangos are the most ubiquitous fruit as they can quite often be seen rotting
everywhere particularly in the rural areas due to their sheer abundance.
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FISHING & PROCESSING
Despite the country’s small ocean coastline, there is potential for commercial fishing offshore and
in the river.
The local industry is inadequate on infrastructure (fishing equipment). The government offered
small loans for purchase of motorized fishing boats and construction of smoke huts for processing
of, which then gets exported to other Western African nations.
Staples in The Gambia include millet, rice, yams, plantains, and cassava (manioc). Fish, both dried
and fresh, as well as sauces made from fish and peanuts dominate the diet throughout the country.
Next to Peanuts and cashew nuts, the most domestically exported product from The Gambia is fish
and fisheries products (13.6%, 2015/16).
Hence the opportunity for fishing and processing fish exists in both domestic as well as
export markets.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY
The Gambia River holds potential for hydroelectric generation, but there are no dams on the
river in the country.
Currently, Oil is imported to meet the energy needs of The Gambia.
Electricity is limited to parts of Banjul and a few interior towns but at best is sporadic; most
Gambians do not have access to basic facilities such as electricity.
Potential investment opportunities in electricity generation are substantial, given the
projected growth in demand.
Energy policies which were restrictive under prior administrations are becoming more
conducive for growth, which is likely to help adequately update the power generation
infrastructure to meet the rising energy demand.

An additional 40 megawatt (MW) of electricity is needed just to meet current
national demand. Electricity demand is expected to reach 200 MW by 2025.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY
Given the high number of sunlight hours throughout the year, a potentially lucrative market for
solar energy exists. Other renewables such as wind energy and biofuels present significant
opportunities, given windy coastal areas and the presence of agricultural produce with high
residue-to-kernel ratios.

Considering that Electricity in The Gambia is limited to parts of Banjul and a few interior towns
alone, and that most Gambians have no access to electricity, Solar based energy solutions become
an attractive proposition, and opportunities exist to collaborate with government and other
agencies in development space.
Due to the constraints in the energy sector, there is a high demand for quality generators, energy
storage equipment, and renewable energy machines.
To meet the current national demand, additional 40 megawatt (MW) of electricity is
needed. Electricity demand is expected to reach 200 MW by 2025.
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Housing supply has not been able to keep pace with The Gambia’s population growth. As a result,
overcrowding and congestion occur in both rural and urban areas, particularly in the latter, and
these conditions contributed to the growth of slums.

This gives an opportunity for low cost mass housing projects, which can be explored together with
Government and funding agencies.
Considering Gambia exports about $50M of Rough Wood, it might be possible to
explore using the same for low cost housing solutions; or look at importing solutions or
the infrastructure necessary to setup production of low cost housing solutions.
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SANITATION

Overall health conditions in The Gambia are poor.
Inadequate sanitation is a problem for more than half the population.
This situation is an opportunity in the social space, to work together with development and
aid agencies as well as the government.
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MACHINERY

Agriculture accounts for 23% of gross domestic product (GDP) and the agricultural sector depends
almost exclusively on imports of machinery and irrigation equipment.
Demand for efficient post-harvest storage is increasing, given, among other things, a shift towards
perishable horticultural produce.
Be it machinery for food processing or irrigation infrastructure, fishing and processing equipment,
renewable energy devices, sanitation and low cost housing solutions, there’s ample opportunity to
fill in the space as a solution provider for diverse sectors.

This holds true for The Gambia as well as those in the region, for which, one of the markets
can function as a channel.
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The top exports of the Gambia are Rough Wood($50.4M), Coconuts, Brazil Nuts, and Cashews($40.1M),
Ground Nut Oil ($6.27M), Tropical Fruits($3.73M) and Scrap Iron ($3.58M), using the 1992 revision of the HS
(Harmonized System) classification. Its top imports are Light Pure Woven Cotton ($141M), Raw Sugar
($52.2M), Rice($38.7M), Malt Extract ($30.4M) and Cement($27.1M).
The top export destinations of the Gambia are China ($49.5M), India ($31.5M), Vietnam ($13.9M), France
($6.57M) and the United Kingdom($5.15M). The top import origins are China($332M), Senegal ($89.6M),
Brazil ($79M), India($55.5M) and the Netherlands ($45.2M).
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